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Title:  The Trinity (DD-2)

Purpose: To motivate the hearers to tenaciously hold unto the essential Christian doctrine of the Trinity.

Introduction

In our studies of biblical doctrines we are pressingly considering the orthodox distinctives or the essential Christian teachings. Last week we considered the principle of authority, now we move to consider the doctrine of the Trinity.

SECTION 2: THE TRINITY

· In dealing with this subject, we shall do so under three headings. 

I. THE EXPLICATION OF THE DOCTRINE

A. The word “Trinity” is not found in the Bible. It is a word coined by theologians in the early church as a convenient verbal handle in order to express a truth that is clearly taught in the Bible about God’s being.

B. And what is this truth taught in the Bible?

1. There is only one true and Living God – one Supreme Being. And yet, this one and only God has a plurality of persons – The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

2. The Father is God – the Supreme Being. The Son is God – the Supreme Being. The Holy Spirit is God – the Supreme Being.  However, the Father is not the Son, and the Son is not Father; the Father is not the Holy Spirit nor is the Holy Spirit the Father; and the Son is not the Holy Spirit nor is the Holy Spirit the Son. They are three distinct persons. And yet there are not three Gods or three Supreme Beings, there is only One. For the One is three and the three are One.

3. Now this is the mystery of God’s being – the doctrine of the Trinity.
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II. THE PROOF OF THE DOCTRINE

A. Proof that there is only One Supreme Being: that there is One Supreme Being is clearly taught in the Bible – OT & NT.

1. Deut 6:1-5 (READ).  This declaration stoop in sharp contrast with the polytheistic societies that Israel was surrounded. But Moses declared that the Lord (Jehovah) is One.

2.
Isa 44: 6-8 (READ) - God here challenges the nation of the Israel to prove if there is any God like God. And God is not in fear that perhaps Israel might come up with someone like God. Because God Himself, the all-knowing One, declares that He knows of none. There is only One True and Living God.
3.
Isa 45:4-7 (READ) – Some people think that there are two gods or two supreme beings -  a good god that creates light and sends posterity and a bad god that creates darkness and sends calamity. But here God’s says that He alone is God. He alone is the Supreme Being. There is none other. He creates both light and darkness and sends both posterity and calamities.  
4.
Isa 45:20-22 (READ). Only God can really help and save because there is but One True and Living God – one Supreme Being. All other gods are not true gods; therefore, they cannot really save.

5.
Isa 43:10 (READ). There is no Supreme Being before God. And there will not Supreme Being after God. He alone is God.
6.
1Cor 8:4-5 (READ).  In contrast to the paganistic beliefs that there are many gods and many lords (polytheism), Paul asserts that Christians believe that there is only one God and one Lord (monotheism). This implies that the Father and the Son are One but that besides the point now. The point is that Paul asserts that there is only one God.

7.
Gal 3:20 (READ). Not get into the complexity of the context where Paul proves that the OC that God made through the mediation of Moses did not really cancel out God’s promise to Abraham. But notice again the clear assertion of Christianity’s monotheism.

8.
1Tim 1:17 (READ). Again this is repeated emphasis of the Word of God.

9.
1Tim 2:5 (READ). Clear assertion of Christianity’s monotheism. Just as there is only one mediator between God and man, so also there is but only One God

B. Proof that there is a plurality of Persons in the One Supreme Being: However, the same Bible that teaches that there is only one Supreme Being is the same Bible that teaches that there is a plurality of persons in that one Supreme Being. And this is clear not just in the NT but even in the OT.

1. Gen 1:26,27 (READ).

a. Note: In the LXX “God” is singular. And yet when God speaks, He is more than just one person “Us” and “Our”.

b. The Jehovah’s Witness say that here God is speaking to angels. But this untenable. For are we created also in the image of angels? And are angels also our creators? None sense.

c. So here we see even in the OT, the one and only true God have revealed Himself to have a plurality of persons. There is a plurality of persons in one God.

2.
Gen 3:22-24 (READ). 
a. Note: “The Lord God” is again singular. And yet when He speaks, He is more than just one person. 
b. So again, God, even in the OT, has clearly revealed Himself as having a plurality of persons.

3.
This is represented in man as God’s image – Gen 1:26 (READ) 

a. Plurality in unity. Man is one and yet they are two. 
b. Now this pictures the plurality of persons in the One Supreme Being. 

4.
Exo 3:2-6 (READ)

a. Who is it that appeared to Moses in the burning bush? The angel or messenger of the Lord – one whom you can distinguish from God. And yet, this messenger of the Lord speaks as God Himself and claims to be Himself God. Moreover, this messenger of the Lord even demands worshipful reverence from Moses, and this is someone mere holy angels will never do. (Rev. 19:10)

b. Clearly indicated here is that there is a plurality of persons in the one true and living God.

5.
Mat 28:18-19 (READ).

a. Note: “name” singulars not plural; and yet there are three persons who are mentioned – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

b. There is one God- one Supreme Being; and yet there is a plurality of persons in this One True and Living God.

6.
2Cor 13:14 (READ). 
a. Note that in Paul’s closing benediction, He invokes each persons of the Godhead – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
b. So again, there is a plurality of persons in this one Supreme Being.

C. Now that these three persons in the One Supreme Being are distinct is absolutely clear in Scriptures.

1.
Lk 12:10 (READ). So the Son is not the same person as the Holy Spirit - they are distinct in person. 

2.
Jn 5:30 (READ). So the Father is not the Son - they are distinct in person.  

3.
Jn 14:16-17 (READ). So clear from this is that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are distinct persons.

D.
There had been too much speculations and philosophizing about this teaching of God’s Being and that has lead to so much confusion. But if we are just to take God’s revelation, there is nothing too difficult for it to understand. 
1. And it was the triumph of Christian humility that submits to what is plainly taught in the Scriptures that led Christians during the early centuries to reject the heresies concerning the Being of God.
2. Besides, the Bible itself gives us a picture of this mysterious reality in the crown of God’s creation man. Gen 1:26-27; 2:24 (READ). Man as God’s image is a plurality in unity. And this represents to us what God is like -  plurality in unity.
Trans:
But having considered the explication and proof of this doctrine, consider thirdly…
III. THE ESSENTIALLY OF THE DOCTRINE

· That the doctrine of the Trinity is Biblical is undeniable. But is this doctrine really essential to the Christian faith? Yes. It is absolutely essential. And why?

A. Those that deny this doctrine is to be guilty of idolatry and no idolater will ever enter the kingdom of heaven.

1. What is the essence of idolatry? It is to reject what God has revealed concerning Himself and replace it with their own ideas of what God is like, and then worships them – Rom 1:18ff (READ). And it does not matter whether one actually makes a idol or not to embody their own ideas of what God is like; but not to reject what God has revealed about Himself and replaced it their own ideas of what God is like is already idolatry.  
2. And what does the Bible say about idolaters? 1Cor 6:9-10; Rev 21:8; Rev 22:15 (READ).

3. Now God in special revelation has always revealed Himself as the Triune God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - incipient in OT but made explicit in the NT. Therefore, to reject this special revelation of God concerning Himself is to be guilty of idolatry.
4. This is true of the Mormons (who are polytheists), the Modalists or Oneness, and the Jehovah’s Witness who deny the deity of Christ.

B.
Besides, those insistently deny this doctrine of the Trinity betray that their principle of authority is not really the Scriptures but human logic. 
1. Think of the modalist or oneness belief.

a. Why do they reject the doctrine of the Trinity? They reject it not on the basis of Scriptures but on the basis of human logic. 

b. Their argument goes something like this. Since there is only one Supreme Being and since the Father is God and the Son is God and the Holy Spirit is God, then it follows that the Father is just the Son and the Son is just the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit is just the Father. IOW, they say that there is not distinction of persons in the One God, just different names and titles of the One person. Ilus: Quiboloy
c. But this betrays that their principle of authority is not Scriptures but human logic and that’s heresy.

2. Or think of the Arian heresy.

a. Why do they reject the doctrine of the Trinity? Not on the basis of Scriptures but on the basis of human logic.

b. They believe that since there is but One God and since there is a clear distinction between the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, then the Son must be a lesser God and the Holy Spirit must just be a force or power that comes from God.

c. But this again betrays that their principle of authority is not Scriptures but human logic and that’s heresy.

3. Or think of the Mormon polytheism.

a. The Mormons believe that there are more than one Supreme Being. Quote: Catechism: “Question: Are there more God’s than one? Answer: Yes, many. In the beginning, the head of gods called a council of gods; and they came together and concocted a plan to create the world and people it. Remember that God our heavenly Father was perhaps once a child, and mortal like we are, and rose step by step in the scale of progress, in the school of advancement; has move forward and overcome until he has arrived at the point where he is now.”

b. Now why embrace this polytheistic teaching? Again because of human logic. If the Father is God, and the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God, and each of them are distinct, then there must be at least three Gods and not one.

c. But this again betrays that there principle of authority is not Scriptures but human logic and other suppose Scriptures and that is heresy.

Conclusion 

So this doctrine of the Trinity is essential to the faith. It is an essential Christian teaching. And therefore let us tenaciously hold fast to it. And let us not be guilty of idolatry by rejecting this clear Scriptural revelation. Let us with humility embrace the Scriptural witness. And let all worship, and pray to, the One God in three distinct persons – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
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